5. Skill: Order Lessons and Activities So Each Build:

on Previous Lessons

Introduction And Objectives

Ordering lessons and activities so that each builds on
previous lessons and materials often is called "sequenc-
ing." It is one of the more difficult teaching skills to
master. It is important in related studies for at least three
reasons. First, many skills and complex knowledges
build on more elementary information that must be
mastered prior to undertaking and learning the more
complex skill or information. Sequencing materials is
the only certain way of insuring that the necessary,
simpler information is addressed first. Second, ordering
lessons or sequencing materials is a means of drawing
together or organizing all of the proposed content for a
related subjects instruction course. It will aid you in pre-
paring your daily lesson plans, will assist you in report-
ing outcomes to the program sponsor, and will enable
apprentices to understand better the entire content ex-
pectations for their training period. Third, some of the
trainees in your charge will not have done particularly
well in formal schooling. Primary reasons for their diffi-
culty with traditional schools usually included lack of
understanding about expectations, rules, and responsi-
bilities; lack of association between the content of
instruction and their own daily lives; and boredom, dis-
interest and frustration from either having the same
information repeated again and again, or from having
failed to master some basic information and never
having been able to catch up or even figure out exactly
what materials they had missed. Sequencing informa-
tion and making known to apprentices the prescribed
order is an excellent way to help establish favorable
differences between related subjects instruction and
traditional, formal school.

Sequencing or ordering content is difficult. It re-
quires that you be thoroughly familiar with the skills
and information that make up the content; that you
understand the application and use of the information
in the work place; and that you use one (or more) of
several techniques for sequencing information or order-
ing content, The last of these requirements, the several
techniques for sequencing information, is the concern
of this set of materials. At the conclusion of your work
in this unit, you will demonstrate your competence in
the skill by being able to;

1.  Describe alternative procedures to sequence or
order content; and

2.  Suggest those procedures that are most userX
given situations,

As you work your way through these materials, th
about how you might sequence effectively the conl
of your related subjects instruction.

Why And When To Use The Skill

Remember, sequencing is valuable as an organi;
device. It helps insure that all critical points are cove
at the appropriate times, and it helps to motivate le
ers and eliminate frustration. It also can be useful in
dividualizing instruction since it will assist you to rm
lessons to learner needs. This is particularly helpfu
you consider the newness and complexity of the in
mation in order to decide how much time can be sr;
or needs to be spent on various lessons.

Sequencing content usually occurs at the beginr
of the related subjects instructional period. Howe
you may need to adjust the content throughout the
structional period based upon the progress and the
the-job training needs of apprentices.

How To Sequence Or Order Content

There are several different ways to sequence or o
materials. No particular model is necessarily superlo
any other model. Instead, your decisions about w)
model to use should be based on the type of conter
be sequenced and the abilities of the trainees who
use the materials.

Several models for sequencing content are discu;
on the following pages. You might use any or all of
models at some point in related instruction; howe
regardless of which model you choose to sequence <
tent, your first task is to review carefully the
formance objectives, noting the proposed outco
and the conditions under which the final performai
are to be given. Using that information will help yo
determine exactly what you want to teach, at T
time, and in what order.

Five sequencing procedures are suggested: (1) sin:
to-complex; (b) chronological; (c) concrete-to-absti
(d) general-to-specific; (e) speciflc-to-general. Each t
nique is discussed in terms of how it is used. Aate, he also mentions more
